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Commercial Drop-Off Locations

W&R collects food scraps from local organizations for
composting, in coordination with haulers and Purple Cow
Organics. W&R staff will provide food scrap collection
education, work with partner businesses to establish best
practices, and intervene in cases of contamination. 

Dane County Organics Recycling
Organics such as food scraps are one of the largest waste streams entering the Dane
County landfill, at over one-third of all incoming materials. In order to divert local
organic resources from the landfill, the Dane County Department of Waste &
Renewables (W&R) is partnering with Purple Cow Organics to recycle these materials
into compost. 
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Commercial
Food Scraps Collection

Once transported
to Purple  Cow,  food

scraps are t ipped
onto a  bed of

carbon material .

The material  is
mixed and

precondit ioned
in concrete

bunkers.

The pi le  is  then
formed into
windrows to

complete
composting.

Finished compost  is
screened,  removing
large part ic les,  and

mixed into a  soi l
amendment for  sale.

Food scraps
are col lected,

hauled,  and
scaled at  the

County landfi l l .

Pick up Options
W&R staff will offer hauling services throughout the 2025
season, with the intent work with customers’ existing waste
haulers to integrate services and payment as feasible.

Organizations with capacity and interest in dropping off their
food scraps at the Purple Cow processing site may contact
the program coordinator for hauling resource. Organizations
that self-haul food scraps will still incur a materials handling
fee ($13.50 /0-500 lbs; $54/ton) but will avoid all associated
service fees, see next page for example rates.

Food Service Sustainability
Customers working with W&R for food scrap pick up services
will be able to opt into select food service sustainability
offerings. Offerings include a 3-month food waste audit,
connection to food recovery and donation resources, and
connection to broader waste reduction and networking
opportunities.

Location & Hours
Dane County Sanitary Landfill: 7102 Maahic Wy, Madison, WI 53718
[M-F 6:30 AM - 3:15 PM | Sa 8:00 AM - 10:45 AM]
Purple Cow Organics: 3001 Meier Rd, Madison, WI 53718
[M-F 7:00 AM - 4:30 pm]

Collection Supplies

W&R’s food scrap collection service
will provide:  

65-gal carts for pick up
Locks and/or cords to restrict
pest access and unapproved
dumping
Consult with customers to set
best practices for in-kitchen
collection vessels 

Have or need extra 1-6-gal buckets?
W&R staff will accept clean
containers for program use and
distribute for free as  available.

The Food Scrap Composting Process

https://landfill.danecounty.gov/compost
https://landfill.danecounty.gov/compost
https://www.purplecoworganics.com/


Service Estimate A Service Estimate B Service Estimate C

# Trips/WK # Carts/Trip # Trips/WK # Carts/Trip # Trips/WK # Carts/Trip

1 1
0.5  (split service
x2  businesses) 1

.5  (every
other week) 1

Service Charge (per trip) $55.00  Service Charge (per trip) $27.50  Service Charge (per trip) $27.50 

Cart load pricing (per trip)* $13.50 Cart load pricing (per trip)* $13.50 Cart load pricing (per trip)* $13.50

Weekly Total $68.50 Weekly Total $41.00 Biweekly Total $41.00

Collection Service Estimates
See the below for generalized pricing information. Final invoiced cost will depend upon
the regularity of pick up service and quantity of carts collected.

W&R Organics Management Grant

Looking for additional funding to support food
waste and landfill diversion initiatives?

See our website here announcements about
our Organics Management mini-grant program.

landfill.danecounty.gov/resources/compost
*$13.50 cart load pricing is reflective of the 0-500 lbs flat fee for food scraps only; yard/ garden waste carts 
between 0-500 lbs will be charged a $10.00 flat fee.

Commercial Service Credits

Looking to cut down your service bill?
Customers interested in food scrap collections are eligible to split their pick up service charge with neighboring businesses that have on the same pick up schedule. Service
discounts for businesses with multiple locations will be considered based upon the distance between pick up locations. Restrictions will apply based on distance and pick-up
timing. Contact the program coordinator to learn more about our service credit opportunities.

https://landfill.danecounty.gov/resources/compost

