


Background:

Administered by the Dane County 
Department of Waste & Renewables, 
the Organics Management Grant seeks 
to provide funding for community 
composting projects that help reduce 
the amount of organics (food scraps, 
yard waste) being sent to landfills. 
Projects that support food waste 
reduction or creative reuse were 
considered under this grant.
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Over $8,100 in grant funding was 
awarded in 2022 to projects that 

collectively diverted over
13,970 pounds of food waste





Project Description:
Sustain Dane aims to make food scrap 
collection more accessible to community 
members and help Dane County meet their 
goals of diverting food waste from the landfill 
with innovative community-based solutions. 
Sustain Dane diverted food waste from the 
landfill by coordinating education, food scrap 
collection, and food scrap hauling to 
Neighborhood Food Solutions (NFS), an urban 
farm working in soil regeneration, during 
farmers markets event at the Eastside 
Farmers’ Market or South Madison Farmers’ 
Market.



Project Description:
The Dane County Farmers’ Market (DCFM), in 
partnership with Green Box Compost, piloted 
a food scraps collection program at their 
Wednesday Market during the month of 
September. Visitors were able to drop off 
their food scraps for free at the Green Box 
Compost tent between 8:30am and 1pm 
during 4 different collection dates: 
September 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2022.



Project Description:

The McFarland High School Eco Club built 
worm bins to compost classroom food 
waste, and plans to grow their program 
to develop a wider composting program at 
McFarland High School to compost food 
waste.



Project Description:
Madison Children’s Museum launched a new 
innovative food services project and cafe, called 
Little John’s Lunchbox. In collaboration with LJKR, 
MCM makes local, healthy, high-quality food 
accessible to 200,000 children, family, and 
caretaker visitors per year through a pay-what-
you-can cafe inside the museum. Everyone is 
welcome to eat, regardless of their means in this 
eat-what-you-need, pay-what-you-can 
model. Visitors participate in a new kind of cafe 
experience that gives them agency to choose from 
a variety of fully prepared pre-packaged foods. All 
of the fresh ingredients are sourced by Little John’s 
from local grocery stores—keeping excess food 
from entering the Dane County landfill.



Project Description:
The City of Sun Prairie is establishing an equitable, 
city-wide composting program for all residents 
disposing of yard waste in Sun Prairie. Yard waste 
materials will be received at the Recycling Center 
and transported by Public Works trucks and 
equipment to the local Waste Water Treatment 
Plant (WWTP), where it will be composted via 
windrows. Grant funding was used for the project 
to procure equipment for the compost piles being 
built at the WWTP.



Questions?
Contact:

Sujata Gautam (she/her)
Sustainability Engagement Coordinator
Cell: 608-206-6952
Dane County Department of Waste & 
Renewables
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